Grade 7 Sample Test Prompt

Word Choice

Going to the moviesis amagjor source of entertainment for many students. Imagine
that the only discount theater in your areais closing.

Write a persuasive essay in support of keeping the discount movie theater open.

Y our writing should:
e Include athesis statement.
e Have adeveloped point of view.

e Havean introduction, body, and conclusion.

Remember to edit for spelling, gram mar, punctuation, and capitalization.

Arizona Department of Education Page 1 of 13 January
2007

Anchor Papers for Grade 7 Sample Test Writing Prompt



AIMS Six Trait Analytic Writing Rubric — Official Scoring Guide

WORD CHOICE

6

Words convey the intended message in an exceptionally
interesting, precise, and natural way appropriate to
audience and purpose. The writer employs arich, broad
range of words, which have been carefully chosen and
thoughtfully placed for impact. The writingis
characterized by

accurate, strong, specific words; powerful words
energize the writing.

fresh, original expression; slang, if used, seems
purposeful and is effective.

vocabulary that is striking and varied, but that is
natural and not overdone.

ordinary words used in an unusual way.

words that evoke strong images; figurative language
may be used.

5

Words convey the intended message in an interesting,
precise, and natural way appropriate to audience and
purpose. The writer employs a broad range of words
which have been carefully chosen and thoughtfully
placed for impact. The writing is characterized by

accurate, specific words; word choices energize the
writing.

fresh, vivid expression; slang, if used, seems
purposeful and is effective.

vocabulary that may be striking and varied, but that
is natural and not overdone.

ordinary words used in an unusual way.

words that evoke clear images; figurative language
may be used.

4

Words effectively convey the intended message. The
writer employs a variety of words that are functional and
appropriate to audience and purpose. Thewriting is
characterized by

words that work but do not particularly energize the
writing.

expression that is functional; however, slang, if used,
does not seem purposeful and is not particularly
effective.

attempts at colorful language that may occasionally
seem overdone.

occasional overuse of technical language or jargon.
rare experiments with language; however, the
writing may have some fine moments and generally
avoids clichés.

3

Language is quite ordinary, lacking interest, precision and
variety, or may be inappropriate to audience and purpose
in places. The writer does not employ avariety of words,
producing a sort of “generic” paper filled with familiar
words and phrases. The writing is characterized by

words that work, but that rarely capture the reader’s
interest.

expression that seems mundane and general; slang, if
used, does not seem purposeful and is not effective.
attempts at colorful language that seem overdone or
forced.

words that are accurate for the most part, although
misused words may occasionally appear, technical
language or jargon may be overused or
inappropriately used.

reliance on clichés and overused expressions.

2

Language is monotonous and/or misused, detracting
from the meaning and impact. The writingis
characterized by

words that are colorless, flat or imprecise.
monotonous repetition or overwhelming reliance on
wornh expressions that repeatedly distract from the
message.

images that are fuzzy or absent altogether.

1

The writing shows an extremely limited vocabulary or is
so filled with misuses of words that the meaning is
obscured. Only the most general kind of message is
communicated because of vague or imprecise language.
The writing is characterized by

general, vague words that fail to communicate.
an extremely limited range of words.

words that simply do not fit the text; they seem
imprecise, inadequate, or just plain wrong.
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Grade 7 Writing Word Choice — Score Point 1

Writin
g FINAL COPY
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Score point 1 — The writing shows extremely limited vocabulary and has
L1 misuses of words. Words simply do not fit the text; they seem imprecise and just

plain wrong.
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Grade 7 Writing Word Choice — Score Point 2A

Writing

FINAL COPY
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Grade 7 Writing Word Choice — Score Point 2B

Writing
FINAL COPY

| Noeodked. Soon\d e open.

Scor e point 2 — Language is monotonous and echoes the prompt. Words are
colorless, flat, and imprecise. Images are absent. “To be” verbs are overused.
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Grade 7 Writing Word Choice — Score Point 3A
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g FINAL COPY
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Grade 7 Writing Word Choice — Score Point 3B

Writing

FINAL COPY
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Score point 3 — Language is quite ordinary . It lacks precision and variety. The
paper is generic because of phrases such as “...students like going to the B
L{ movies...” and closed, closing, and close are overused. Wordswork but rarely |-
| | capture the reader’s interest.
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Grade 7 WritingWord Choice — Score Point 4A

Writi
ng FINAL COPY
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Grade 7 Writing Word Choice — Score Point 4B

Writing
FINAL COPY
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Scor e point 4 — The writer employs a variety of words that are functional and ]
appropriate to audience and purpose. Expression is functional . The writing has
some fine moments: “...the stunting of the growth and production of movies.”

and “...some lives would be greatly impacted...others barely touched.” =
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Grade 7 Writing Word Choice — Score Point 5A

Writing

FINAL COPY

MONIL] NONe been an excellent source
af entertaioment Foy decades. A movié
tneater 1s Puny A geod intame. Fox the
(‘l’m, and has Dm\nded AN, MANLY
Denote O numeraus yeqars, Sor this
reason, T heliexe +h0_t you_should
recansider (’LO‘SU‘\G the cliscaut movie
theQtre,
Sinee L was o liltle girt, novies
hOve heen g gren £ pAassien “of mine
From the L|om~mo to the L oraof
Tng 'ZmOS D>vod \oved them Exeryone,
T Y\ﬂmb] o\d and vouna, Cinds the,
PONICS an Er\tertmm%c« anel ex-e.N
menratmo Qyoprmﬂc’p e caal
alr,_the seet Candu and crunthy
n&noorn and_then Hné’ preview s
nofare b mavie! To take QLUa Y
ALh o Cheap, cost effective qemm
Ear this LunLLLCl bhe a crime! TNIS crue
Corrunt use mew t e
hofore e Qets auk of hang 0

So0on dly. neople Lok movie
thelters \n vaove town, Touriam helps

Page 4 Go on WP

Arizona Department of Education Page 10 of 13 January 2007

Anchor Papers for Grade 7 Sample Test Writing Prompt



Grade 7 Writing Word Choice- Score Point 5B

Writing

FINAL COPY
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|| Scorepoint 5 - The writer employs a broad range of words which have been

carefully chosen and thoughtfully placed for impact . Words such as “decades,”
- “numerous,” and “reconsider” represent careful choices. The writer also offers
P{ fresh, vivid expression: “exhilirating experience,” “cool air, sweet candy, and
crunchy popcorn,” and “the heart of that little girl who first saw the Little
Mermaid.”

—
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Grade 7 Writing Word Choice- Score Point 6A

Writin
g FINAL COPY

A student's OOl ish 16 40 hove a liftle Sun 0 #he comPonu of

\ N ) offers a

Page 4 Go on P

Arizona Department of Education Page 12 of 13 January 2007

Anchor Papers for Grade 7 Sample Test Writing Prompt



Grade 7 Writing Word Choice — Score Point 6B

Writing

FINAL COPY
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— Score point 6 — Words convey the intended message in an exceptionally J
| | interesting, precise, and natural way appropriate to audience and purpose .
Accurate, strong, specific, and powerful words energize the writing . Examples
of well-chosen words and phrases are “recreational form of entertainment,” B
— “Gazing up,” “comfy theatre seat,” “munching on popcorn,” “completely —
pa| affordable,” and “bothersome.” Slang seems purposeful and is effective: @
“catching the latest flick” and “raking in the cash.”
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